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President Ashley to Retire 


After Nine Years of Service 


Chrissy Kenney 
Editor-in-Chief 


In her elegantly decorated office 
located on the second floor of the 
Administration building, President 
Janelle Ashley sat at her sizeable 
desk, donning a patriotic red pantsuit 
and expensive-looking jewelry. 

“T have enjoyed all my work. Now, I 

want to have more time with our fami- 
lies,” she said, referring to her and 

her husband’s three children and nine 

grandchildren. 

At the completion of this school 
year, Ashley will retire after nine 
years as Worcester State’s President. 
She has been a prominent figure in 
education for approximately 48 years. 

_ Her career began in Nacogdoches, 
Texas, where she taught high school 
accounting for two years. After 
earning her doctorate from the Uni- 


President Janelle Ashley 

versity of North Texas, she became 
a Business professor at Stephen F. 
Austin State University (SFASU), 
the school where she had earned her 
undergraduate and Master’s degrees. 
She taught management courses for 


WSC to WSU 


Kelly Harder 
Managing Editor 


*All quoted and paraphrased passages are from the 
WSU website. 


On July 28, Governor Deval Patrick 

signed legislation which upgraded 
Massachusetts state colleges to 
university status, according to the 
Worcester State website. Worces- 
ter State College officially became 
Worcester State University on Octo- 
ber 26. What exactly does this mean 
for students? 

To answer this question, the college 
created a frequently-asked-questions 
page on their website about the name 
change. According to this link, the 
most prominent changes are simply 
that the school has a different name 
and signage. Graduating from a uni- 


versity might make graduates more 
marketable, possibly granting them 
more opportunities when compared to 
graduates from colleges. 

“T like being able to say university 
instead of college,” said Meghan Ha- 
zelton, asenior. “I am excited about 
ifs? 

Junior Brian Strand thinks the name 
change “sounds better.” 

Financial aid will still uphold the 
same standards and procedures for 
the application process, as well as in 
the distribution of financial packages 
to students. Students can also expect 
that their tuition and fees will not in- 
crease because of the status change. 
The website states, “We are commit- 
ted to maintaining our distinction as 
the most affordable path to a four-year 
degree.” 

The only costs associated with the 


Photo by Hannah Brackley 
three years before becoming the Vice 
President of Academic Affairs at 
SFASU, a position Ashley held for 
nine years. She became Worcester 
State’s President in 2002. 


Continued on page 3 


official name 
change of 
Worcester State include signs and sta- 
tionery. 

Class sizes are anticipated to remain 
small, where students can still enjoy 
the sense of community in the class- 
room they currently experience. The 
responsibilities of faculty and staff 
are expected to stay the same. Under 
this legislation, no new degrees or 
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Vandalism 
Swarms 
Dowden 


Ashley Arseneau 
Associate Editor 


Freshmen dorm building, Dowden 
Hall, was the subject of controversy 
at the end of September and the be- 
ginning of this month. Vandalism 
reached such a high that the building’s 
residents were stripped of guest privi- 
leges for 12 days. 

According to Erin Trevlakis, 
Dowden Hall Residence Director, exit 
signs were taken off walls and ceilings 
in the hallways. Soap and towel dis- 
pensers were ripped from the walls in 
several bathrooms. On the third floor 
hallway, the siding on part of the wall 
had been peeled off and thrown out a 


window. 
Continued on page 3 


programs will be implemented. Any 
new future programs will need to 

be approved by the Department and 
Board of Higher Education, and they 
must follow all policies and proce- 
dures that are already in place. The 
new law does not authorize Worcester 
State to offer doctorate degrees. Any 
new undergraduate or graduate degree 
programs would still have to follow 
certain measures before being imple- 
mented, just as before the legislation 
was signed. 

About the new status, administration 
employees said they “hope the cre- 
ation of a state university system cre- 
ates in our students and communities 
a...sense of pride in the excellence of 
Worcester State University.” 

Prospective students will experience 
the same application process as cur- 


Continued on page 4 


Worcester State Utilizes ARRA Stimulus Funds 


Debi Regan 
Staff Writer 


Since 2009, billions of federal 
stimulus dollars have been allocated 
through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA), which in- 
cludes guidelines for how universities 
are to use these funds. The common- 
wealth’s Department of Higher Educa- 


tion (DHE) has awarded Worcester 
State a total of about $6.4 million of 
this money, and the law requires it to 
be used by September 2011. Several 
administrators describe the money as 
“extremely helpful,” but where exactly 
has it gone? 

The first round of funding of ap- 
proximately $4 million went almost 
entirely toward improving the campus. 


According to a spreadsheet available 
on the Worcester State University 
website, this money was also used for 
one time purchases that would “miti- 
gate the need to fund these items in 
the future with student fee increases.” 
The second and third rounds of fund- 
ing went primarily to payroll in order 
to offset state budget cuts. 

Kathleen Eichelroth, the Vice Presi- 


dent for Administration and Finance, 
explains that the University must re- 
port to the DHE to account for where 
the ARRA funds are being used. They 
also have to provide the DHE with an 
explanation of benefits each project 
provides students. She says that the 
funds received “truly help to keep stu- 
dent fees in check.” There have been 


Continued on page 4 


vay ’ 


Page 2 Thursday, October 28, 2010 


The Student Voice 
WSU’s 
New 


THE VOICE 


Worcester State University $ 
Student Newspaper 


Editor-In-Chief: Chrissy Kenney 


The “C” Store photo by Hannah 


Associate Editor: 


Staff Writers: 


Managing Editor: 


Kelly Harder 


Layout Editor: Sharoline Galva 


Bussiness Manager: Matt Carlson 


Ashley Arseneau 


Brittany Pomales 
Debi Regan 


Photographer: Hannah Brackley 


Amenities 


Brittany Pomales 
Staff Writer 


The return to the campus was dif- 
ferent this fall in comparison to past 
years. The school not only upgraded 
from College status to University, but 
they also added three amenities on 
campus that affect students’ experi- 
ence in a positive way. 

Many students and faculty were 
greeted by pleasant aromas of freshly 
brewed Starbucks coffee as they en- 
tered the newly remodeled second 
floor of the Learning Resource Center. 
While many commuters and residents 
used to have to make the trek to Nu 
Café down the road for a hot beverage 
and a quiet study space, Worcester 
State answered the cries of its students 
for a wireless café, conveniently on- 


Brackley 


Lancer Loft Cafe for dinner, snacks 
for late-night studying; and coffee. 
They don’t just offer food! ‘Fhe “C3 
store is also stocked with Tylenol and 
most other basic medicine needs. The 
store is open from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and from 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. on Saturday and Sun- 
day. The store’s convenient location 


' places it in the middle of freshmen 


resident domain, but all residents have 
access to its benefits. 

The store is not the only addition to 
Dowden that craves student’s atten- 
tion! There is a new weight room and 
fitness center located in the basement 
of the renovated portion of the build- 
ing. It is open to all residents and 
requires a valid resident Onecard for 
entry. All the equipment is new, in- 


. campus and dining-dollar-friendly. 
“I’m a Communication major. All 
my classes are in here,” said Taniesha 
Mings. “Now I can grab a coffee in- 

between [classes]!” 

Another new place to find food 
on campus is the “C” store, a con- 
venience store that is located in the 
Dowden Hall lobby. They sell hot 
food items as an alternative to the 


cluding treadmills, elliptical machines, 
‘stationary bikes and free weights. It 

is a great place to go whether you are 
participating in athletics, de-stressing, 
or staying healthy. 

These changes do not only help 
beautify the campus; they also im- 
prove the Worcester State experience 
for students. 
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Dowden Damages 


Dowden Becomes Destructive 


Continued from page 1 

During the weekend of September 
25, some residents left trash bags in 
the hallway, said Trevlakis. She said 
the whole 
building 
looked ran- 
sacked when 
she came in 
the follow- 
ing Monday. 
The previ- 
ous weekend 
only led to damage on the first floor. 

On Wednesday, September 29, there 
was an optional building meeting held 
to explain why guest privileges had 
been taken away and to remind stu- 
dents to report any wrongdoing. Since 
this meeting, residents have started to 
report incidents, according to Trevla- 
kis. 

On October 20, a few weeks after 
the restoration of guest privileges, a 
fire extinguisher was ripped from its 
compartment and sprayed on multiple 
floors of the building. The fire alarms 
went off, causing a building wide 
evacuation, said Dowden resident 
Matt Cristino. 

Dowden residents were forced to 
stay in the Student Center until 6 a.m. 
the following morning before they 
could reenter the building. Accord- 
ing to Cristino, residents are now not 
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allowed to be in common areas or 
hallways after 9 p.m. at night unless 
they are walking to their rooms or 
bathrooms. 

“T don’t think is going to last too 
long,” Cristino said. “I think they 
want someone to snitch.” 

Trevlakis does not think the incidents 
are due to more residents in the build- 
ing. She thinks some of the residents 
have “less respect for authority, the 
building, and other people in the 
building.” Since they are still young 
and have just began their college ex- 
perience, the freshmen tried to test 
their limits and see just how far they 
could go, said Trevlakis. 

If no one in particular is found guilty 
when vandalism occurs on a floor in 
Dowden, the entire floor of students is 
charged for the damage conducted. If 
it occurs in a bathroom, the residents 
with a key to that bathroom are billed. 

There have been no major issues 
since the fire extinguisher incident on 
October 20. Trevlakis also reported 
that the building passed their health 
and safety check with no violations. 


Ashley Arseneau can be contacted at 
aarseneau@worcester.edu 


President’s 
Retirement 


About her transition from SFASU 
to Worcester State, Ashley said she 
thought the two schools were similar, 
both focusing on providing students 
with a valuable education. When she 
first began working here, she said she 
was excited about the opportunity to 
learn about the higher education sys- 
tem in Massachusetts. She described 
her experience at Worcester State as a 
positive one. 

“T’ve worked with great people on 
this campus,” Ashley said. 

Ashley described how much has 
changed at Worcester State since she 
started at the former college, such as 
its recent change to University status. 
She recalled the grand opening of 
Wasylean Hall, the parking garage, 
and the new addition to Dowden. She 
proudly remembers the renovations of 
the Administration and Sullivan build- 
ings. 

“It’s wonderful to see the campus, 
to see the things we have been able to 
bring about,” Ashley said. 

She spoke fondly of a time when the 
President and her husband Ray, a 
retired manager of Moore Business, 
accompanied the Worcester State 
Chorale on their trip to Greece a few 
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years ago. 

Ashley hopes to travel more once 
she has retired. She plans to move 
back to Texas, where two of her three 
children currently reside. She seemed 
excited about her upcoming move, but 
emphasized that she hopes to remain 
involved with the campus after her 
retirement. 

Ashley did not hide her affection for 
Worcester State, and she especially 
recognized the quality of students that 
she has seen. 

“T like to see our students excel,” 
she said. “They’re wonderful on this 
campus.” 

When the class of 2011 graduates 
this May, President Ashley will be 
saying goodbye to Worcester State 
University as well. While she has big 
plans for her retirement, the campus 
can expect to hear from her in the up- 
coming years. 


Chrissy Kenney can be contacted at 
ckenney @worcester.edu 
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ARRA Stimulus Fund 


Continued from page I 


improvements and changes around 
campus that may have taken years 
to be funded without the stimulus 
money, said Eichelroth. 

Students should notice improvement 
with the technology on campus. The 
ARRA funds received by the Internet 
Technology Department (IT) have 
been incredibly helpful—especially 
in light of budget cuts—according to 
the department’s Associate Director, 
Nancy Ramsdell. The money given 
to IT funded two new Mac labs on 
campus, and new computers were 
purchased for all of the pre-existing 
computer labs. Many classroom po- 
dium computers and projectors have 
been upgraded, as well as the wireless 
access points around campus. 

Career Services purchased an impor- 
tant database, the Television Produc- 
tion editing booths were upgraded, 
and new equipment and software were 
installed in the Fuller Theater, located 
in the Administration Building. 

Returning students will notice 
renovations to the second floor of 
the library, which have been partially 
funded by the ARRA money, includ- 
ing a wireless internet café. New 
comfortable seating and a children’s 
area have also been added to this 
building. Copiers and printers have 
been replaced, and a new emergency 
response system will be installed in 
the near future. 

Other projects that were completed 


using ARRA funds include the con- 
struction of new labs in the Science 
and Technology Building for Nursing, 
Biology, and Chemistry Research; the 
addition of a new database, JSTOR, 
which is available through the library 
and the replacement of outdated car- 
dio equipment in the fitness center. A 
consultant was hired to assist the Uni- 
versity in becoming more carbon neu- 
tral in accordance with the American 
College and University Presidents’ 
Climate Commitment. 

There are well known problems as- 
sociated with stimulus funds;.most 
notably, the “funding cliff’ that results 
when a project is funded for a short 
time with stimulus money but must be 
cancelled when money runs out. 

The IT Department made sure to 
avoid this pitfall by making “smart 
buys,” according to Ramsdell. New 
equipment was purchased with war- 
rantees to ensure that the cost of 
repairing and maintaining it will 
not raise student fees in the future. 

IT also purchased excess comput- 
ers while there is money available, 
including enough faculty laptops to 
cover future semesters. 

However, the entire third round of 
ARRA funds received went toward 
the salaries and benefits of Worcester 
State University employees. Once 
this money runs out, there will be an 
approximately $1.3 million gap in the 
budget, which would be the present 
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case without the stimulus funds. 

The benefits of stimulus funds 
awarded to the University are evident 
in the new amenities on campus, but — 
they are only one-time projects. Un- 
less the University raises additional 
money in the following years, the 
budget gap will remain, potentially 
causing student fees to increase. The 
University is attempting to raise rev- 
enue in new ways to avoid this gap 
and potential lay-offs. 

This program has been relatively suc- 
cessful so far in keeping student fees 
from increasing. Last year, fees in- 
creased $550 per student to cover the 
proliferated cost of living and infla- 
tion; however, considering the amount 
of stimulus money spent on useful 
and necessary projects, the increase 

in student fees could have been much 
greater without the funds. 

Public schools across the state are __ 
tightening their budgets and increas- 
ing student fees. The lack of funding 
for higher education in Massachusetts 
has been temporarily offset because 
of ARRA funds, but once this money 
runs out, schools will need to find 
other ways to fund their payroll and 
programs. Students at Worcester 
State University have seen great 
improvements from these stimulus 
funds, but funding the budget without 
raising fees or conducting employee 
lay-offs is a problem that looms in the 
University’s future. The ARRA funds 
are beneficial to the University, but as 
Eichelroth said, “the downside is that 
it’s temporary.” 
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University 
Status 


What does it mean? 
Continued from page I 


rent students did in the past. Worces- 
ter State has become a competitive 
school for potential applicants, but 
this recent change should not be a 
contributing factor in the admissions — 
process. Transfer students can antici- 
pate the same procedures past trans- 


fers experienced. 


As a university, the athletics depart- 
ment will also stay within their divi- 
sion; university status does not cause 
the athletic teams to be included in the 
Division I league. 

As a result of becoming Worcester 
State University, the institution will 
benefit by now being able to compete 
for private foundation and federal 
funding. Not only will the campus be 
able to compete for more funding, but 
it will also be able to attract faculty 
from a wider context at a national 
level. While Worcester State’s status 
change has not affected the University 
in a dramatic way, it should create 
more opportunities for students for 
generations to come. 


Kelley Harder can be contacted at 
kharder@worcester.edu 


Free Student Checking, Free Student Savings, Free Online Banking, and a 
Sovereign Debit Card—plus use the Debit Card to make 5 purchases within 


60 days—get a $50 cash bonus! * 


Plus, set up and receive direct deposit into the account within 60 days of 
the account opening and get an additional $25 cash bonus! That's a 


total of $75!* 


Get banking features created for students today! Stop by the nearest Sovereign 


sovereign 


Branch, call 1-877-SOV-BANK, or visit sovereignbank.com/75 today! 


@> Santander 


Sovereign Bank is a Member FDIC and-a wholly owned subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. © 2010 Sovereign Bank | Sovereign and Santander and its logo are registered trademarks of Sovereign 
es and other countries. Student Banking package is available for full-time and part-time students between the ages of 17 and 25 attending a college, university or other undergraduate-level 


school. *In order to qualify for a cash bonus, you need to: (1) open a new Sovereign Free Student Checking account and a Sovereign Free Student Savings account, or have a pre-existing savings account, by 11/12/10, each with a minimum opening’ deposit of $10; (2) enroll 


in Online Banking at account opening; and (3) request a Sovereign Debit Card (“Debit Card”) and make 5 Debit Card 
account opening. In addition, if you set up and receive a direct deposit within 60 da 
Maximum $75 bonus per customer. Checking account must be open to receive bo! 
of the bonus credited to your account will be reported to the IRS as interest on yo 
the last 6 months are not eligible for this offer. Cannot be combined with other 


for this offer. tAccording to The Banker, December 2009. 


purchases within 60 days after you open your account. When you qualify, you will receive a credit of $50 to your new checking account within 75 days of 
ys of account opening and fulfill the above requirements, you will receive an additional bonus of $25, which will be credited to your new checking account within 75 days after account opening. 
nus. Annual percentage yield (APY) for Free Student Savings is 0.05% as of 9/1/10 and is subject to change at any time and after account opening. Fees may reduce earnings. The total amount 
ur Form 1099-INT for the year in which the bonus is paid. Current personal checking customers or anyone who has had a personal checking account with Sovereign Bank or any of its divisions in 
personal checking offers. Offer available only to residents in the following states: ME, VT, NH, CT, RI, MA, NY, NJ, PA, WV, MD, DE, District of Columbia. Sovereign Team Members are not eligible 


ae 6) ‘ ~ oe 
. 


4 


